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Paragraphs 
E S S E N T I A L  S K I L L S  W R I T I N G  R E S O U R C E  S H E E T  

TOPIC SENTENCE 
A topic sentence is a sentence that captures the meaning of the entire paragraph or group of 
sentences. The topic sentence expresses the main idea of the paragraph. 	  
	  

THE BODY 
The body of a paragraph is the group of sentences, which tell more about the main idea of the 
paragraph.  All of the sentences in the body must relate to the specific topic of the paragraph 
and help it come alive for the reader. All of the sentences in the body should contain details that 
make the topic more interesting or help explain it more clearly. 

THE CONCLUSION or SUMMARY 
A conclusion is a judgment which must reflect what was learned or presented in the paragraph. 
A summary summarizes the paragraph by repeating the main idea using slightly different 
wording. The conclusion or summary should help the reader to understand the main thought with 
fresh and deeper understanding. It does not introduce new information.  

Three common types of paragraphs: 
 

Narrative Descriptive Expository 
 
Narrative paragraphs tell about 
a scene or an event. It can be 
a story or account of events, 
experiences, or the like, 
whether true or fictitious. All 
narratives have three main 
parts: The beginning, the 
middle and the end. 
 
Narrative examples: 
Adventures, realistic stories, 
personal narratives, mysteries, 
fairy tales, fables, myths, etc. 

 
Descriptive paragraphs give 
vivid descriptions of one 
subject. It describes a person, 
place or thing in such a way 
that a picture is formed in the 
reader's mind through 
attention to the details and by 
including words that relate to 
the five senses.  
 
Example: Sensory words help 
readers to hear (howl), smell 
(burnt), taste (sour), touch 
(furry), or see (cloudy) the 
subject being described.  

 
Expository paragraphs provide 
information using clear, 
focused language and facts 
that are specific and concrete. 
Expository writing explains 
something and generally has 
three purposes:  

to present facts 
to give directions 
to make ideas clear 

 
Expository examples: 
Biography, directions, news 
story, summary, report, etc. 

 
 
Five general purposes of a paragraph: 
 

To give information or facts 
To persuade 

To explain ideas 
To tell a story 

To ask for information 

 

The three parts of a paragraph: 


