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Improving Vocabulary 
E S S E N T I A L  S K I L L S  O R A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  R E S O U R C E  S H E E T  

MAKE A PERSONAL WORD DICTIONARY 
 

Build your vocabulary strength by practicing different strategies to learn and use new words: 

Create a personal word dictionary using a blank note book or journal 
Put one letter of the alphabet at the top of each page 
Collect and record new and unfamiliar words in your personal word dictionary under the 
appropriate letter of the alphabet (Example: The word “prepare” would be written on the 
letter “P” page.) 
Add definitions, illustrations and examples of words. For example add the sentence: The 
cook will prepare dinner for the guests. 
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2 MEMORIZE WORDS 
 

Select a few words to review several days a week for about ten minutes 
Write the selected words on a piece of paper along with the definition and an example 
Read/say the word 
Think of the definition and example of each word 
Repeat the word and definition a few more times 
Try doing it without looking at the paper or practice with a friend 
Put a check mark next to the words as you master them and repeat the ones you need to 
study more 
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USE NEW WORDS 
 

Include new words into your everyday use 
Try to use words in conversation and in things you write 
Listen for your new words when listening to others speak or when watching tv 
Look for your new words when reading 
Think of the words’ meaning when using your new words 
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USE A DICTIONARY 
 

Look up words and their definitions 
Use an online dictionary to “hear” the word by clicking on the speaker icon 
Discover the different uses and meanings of the word you are looking up  

FUN WITH WORDS 
 

Play word games and puzzles to increase vocabulary 
Play online word games such as “FreeRice.com” to practice and build vocabulary 
Practice using your new vocabulary words using Apps such as Words with Friends 


